
 

 

First Lutheran Church – ELCA 

Worship Bulletin – 1st Sunday of Christmas 
December 26, 2021 

 

GATHERING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS (Assisting Minister- Announcements TBD) 

 

OPENING HYMN - “Once In Royal David's City” (ELW 269; 1-2 & 4) 

1 Once in royal David's city 

stood a lowly cattle shed, 

where a mother laid her baby 

in a manger for his bed: 

Mary was that mother mild, 

Jesus Christ, her little child. 

 

2 He came down to earth from heaven 

who is God and Lord of all, 

and his shelter was a stable, 

and his cradle was a stall; 

with the poor and meek and lowly, 

lived on earth our Savior holy. 

 

4 Not in that poor lowly stable, 

with the oxen standing by, 

we shall see him; but in heaven, 

set at God's right hand on high; 

there his children gather round, 

bright like stars, with glory crowned. 

 

PRAYER (Assisting Minister) 

Beloved in Christ, let us prepare ourselves to hear the message of the angels; in heart and mind let us travel 

to Bethlehem and see this thing which has come to pass: the Babe lying in a manger. 

 

As we read in Holy Scripture the loving purposes of God from the first days to the glorious Redemption 

brought us by this Holy Child:  let us rejoice with our carols of praise: Let us pray for the needs of the whole 

world; for peace and goodwill over all the earth and for unity of all.  

 

Let us at this time remember the poor and the helpless, the cold, the hungry and the oppressed; the sick in 

body and in mind and them that mourn; the lonely and the unloved; the aged and little children; and all who 

do not know the Lord Jesus. 

 

Let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us, but upon another shore and in a greater light, that 

multitude which no man can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in Lord 

Jesus, we for evermore are one. 

 

These prayers and praises we humbly offer up to heaven, with the words which Christ has taught us: 

 

LORD'S PRAYER (Lector) 



 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 

it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

As we continue to celebrate Christmas, let us live as those who let hope, peace, joy, and love reign in our 

lives. As the candles burn brightly and light our path, let us live as those who have the Christ’s light burning 

inside us today and everyday. Amen. 

 

PRAYER (Lector)  

Almighty God bless us with his grace: Christ give us the joys of everlasting life: and unto the 

fellowship of the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all. Amen. 

 

READING (lector): Genesis 3: 8-15, 17-19 (p. 2-3) 

God tells sinful Adam that he has lost the life of Paradise. 
 8They heard the sound of the Lord GOD walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the 

man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord GOD among the trees of the garden. 9But the 

Lord GOD called to the man, and said to him, "Where are you?" 10He said, "I heard the sound of you in the 

garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself." 11He said, "Who told you that you were 

naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?" 12The man said, "The woman 

whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate." 13Then the Lord GOD said to the 

woman, "What is this that you have done?" The woman said, "The serpent tricked me, and I ate." 14The Lord 

GOD said to the serpent, "Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals and among all wild 

creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. 15I will put enmity 

between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will strike your head, and you will 

strike his heel." 17And to the man he said, "Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, and have 

eaten of the tree about which I commanded you, 'You shall not eat of it,' cursed is the ground because of 

you; in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 18thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and 

you shall eat the plants of the field. 19By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread until you return to the 

ground, for out of it you were taken; you are dust, and to dust you shall return." 

 

SONG – “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear” (ELW 282; 1-2 & 4) 

1 It came upon the midnight clear, 

that glorious song of old, 

from angels bending near the earth 

to touch their harps of gold: 

"Peace on the earth, good will to all, 

from heav'n's all-gracious king." 

The world in solemn stillness lay 

to hear the angels sing. 

 

2 Still through the cloven skies they come 

with peaceful wings unfurled, 

and still their heav'nly music floats 

o'er all the weary world. 

Above its sad and lowly plains 

they bend on hov'ring wing, 

and ever o'er its babel sounds 

the blessed angels sing. 



 

 

 

4 For lo! The days are hast'ning on, 

by prophets seen of old, 

when with the ever-circling years 

shall come the time foretold, 

when peace shall over all the earth 

its ancient splendors fling, 

and all the world give back the song 

which now the angels sing. 

 

READING (assisting minister): Genesis 22: 15-18 (p. 16) 

God promises to faithful Abraham that all the nations of the earth will be blessed. 
 15The angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven, 16and said, "By myself I have 

sworn, says the LORD: Because you have done this, and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17I will 

indeed bless you, and I will make your offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on 

the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of their enemies, 18and by your offspring shall all the 

nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves, because you have obeyed my voice." 

 

SONG – “Joy to the World” (ELW 267) 

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

Let earth receive her king; 

let ev'ry heart prepare him room 

and heav'n and nature sing, 

and heav'n and nature sing, 

and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 

 

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

Let all their songs employ, 

while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 

3 No more let sin and sorrow grow 

nor thorns infest the ground; 

he comes to make his blessings flow 

far as the curse is found, 

far as the curse is found, 

far as, far as the curse is found. 

 

4 He rules the world with truth and grace 

and makes the nations prove 

the glories of his righteousness 

and wonders of his love, 

and wonders of his love, 

and wonders, wonders of his love. 

 

READING (lector): Isaiah 9: 2, 6-7 (p. 555) 

The prophet foretells the coming of the Savior 



 

 

 2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness — 

on them light has shined. 6For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his 

shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7His 

authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his 

kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and 

forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

 

SONG – “O Little Town of Bethlehem” (ELW 279) 

1 O little town of Bethlehem, 

how still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 

the silent stars go by; 

yet in thy dark streets shineth 

the everlasting light. 

The hopes and fears of all the years 

are met in thee tonight. 

 

2 For Christ is born of Mary, 

and, gathered all above 

while mortals sleep, the angels keep 

their watch of wond'ring love. 

O morning stars, together 

proclaim the holy birth, 

and praises sing to God the king, 

and peace to all the earth! 

 

3 How silently, how silently 

the wondrous gift is giv'n! 

So God imparts to human hearts 

the blessings of his heav'n. 

No ear may hear his coming; 

but, in this world of sin, 

where meek souls will receive him, still 

the dear Christ enters in. 

 

4 O holy child of Bethlehem, 

descend to us, we pray; 

cast out our sin, and enter in, 

be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels 

the great glad tidings tell; 

oh, come to us, abide with us, 

our Lord Immanuel! 

 

READING (assisting minister): Isaiah 11: 1-4a; 6-9 (p. 558) 

The peace that Christ will bring is foreshadowed.  
 1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 2The spirit of the 

LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of 

knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by 

what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and 



 

 

decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the 

breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 6The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with 

the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. 7The cow and the bear 

shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8The nursing child 

shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den. 9They will not 

hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the 

waters cover the sea. 

 

SONG – “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” (ELW 272; 1-2) 

1 Lo, how a rose e’er blooming,  

from tender stem hath sprung! 

Of Jesse’s lineage coming  

as seers of old have sung, 

it cam, a flow’r so bright, 

a mid the cold of winter, 

when half-spent was the night. 

 

2 Isaiah had foretold it, 

the rose I have in mind; 

with Mary we behold it, 

the virgin mother kind. 

To show God’s love aright, 

she bore to us a Savior,  

when half-spent was the night. 

 

READING (lector): Luke 1: 26-35, 38 (p. 831) 

The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
 26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a virgin 

engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. 28And he 

came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you." 29But she was much perplexed by his 

words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for 

you have found favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will 

name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give 

to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 

there will be no end." 34Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" 35The angel said to 

her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore 

the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 38Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of 

the Lord; let it be with me according to your word." Then the angel departed from her. 

 

OFFERING (Assisting Minister) 

 

OFFERING SONG – “What Child Is This” (ELW 296; 1 & 3) 

1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, 

on Mary's lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 

while shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the king, 

whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

haste, haste to bring him laud, 

the babe, the son of Mary! 



 

 

 

3 So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; 

come, peasant, king, to own him. 

The King of kings salvation brings; 

let loving hearts enthrone him. 

Raise, raise the song on high, 

the virgin sings her lullaby; 

joy, joy, for Christ is born, 

the babe, the son of Mary! 

 

OFFERING PRAYER: (Lector) 

Good and Loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor to bring the riches of your 

grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be a blessing for others. With the trees of the field, 

with all earth and heaven, we shout for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

READING (Assisting Minister): Luke 2: 1, 3-7 (p. 832-833) 

The Gospel writer Luke tells of the birth of Jesus. 
 1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 3All went 

to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the 

city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to 

be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, 

the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands 

of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

 

SONG – “Away in a Manger” (ELW 277) 

1 Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 

the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; 

the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 

the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

 

2 The cattle are lowing; the baby awakes, 

but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 

I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky 

and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 

 

3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay 

close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in your tender care 

and fit us for heaven, to live with you there. 

 

READING (Lector): Luke 2: 8-16 (p. 833) 

The shepherds go to the manger. 
 8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9Then an 

angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 

terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news of great joy 

for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This 

will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And 

suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14"Glory to 

God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 15When the angels had left 



 

 

them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this 

thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." 16So they went with haste and found Mary 

and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 

 

SONG – “In the Bleak Midwinter” (ELW 294; 1 & 3) 

1 In the bleak midwinter, 

frosty wind made moan, 

earth stood hard as iron, 

water like a stone; 

snow had fallen, snow on snow, 

snow on snow, 

in the bleak midwinter, 

long ago. 

 

3 What can I give him, 

poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd 

I would bring a lamb; 

if I were a wise man 

I would do my part; 

yet what I can give him-- 

give my heart. 

 

READING (Assisting Minister): Matthew 2: 1-11 (p. 783-784) 

The wise men are led by the star to Jesus. 

 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to 

Jerusalem, 2asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its 

rising, and have come to pay him homage." 3When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all 

Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them 

where the Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the 

prophet: 6'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for 

from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.'"7Then Herod secretly called for the wise 

men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, 

saying, "Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may 

also go and pay him homage." 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went 

the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw 

that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child with 

Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they 

offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

 

SONG – “The First Noel” (ELW 300; 1-2) 

1 The first Noel the angel did say was to  

certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 

in fields where they lay, 

keeping their sheep, on a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 

 

Refrain 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! 

Born is the King of Israel. 

 



 

 

2 They looked up and saw 

a star shining in the east beyond them far; 

and to the earth it gave great light, 

and so it continued both day and night. Refrain 

 

*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (Assisting Minister) 

*Gracious God, we thank you for the season of Christmas.  Help us to keep the spirit of Christmas in our 

hearts and lives by serving those in need, remembering your presence amongst us and rejoicing in the Good 

News you bring us. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

*Lord, as we approach the new year, help us to remember that whether or not we keep or fail our resolutions, 

we are your beloved children. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

*God, we ask that you grant safe travels to our family and friends near and far who are visiting others. Lord 

in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

*Lord, we pray for those who are sick or suffering in any way.  We especially remember (Names in 

Bulletin).... Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

*Lord, we ask that you are with those who are out in the cold this season.  Shelter them and provide for 

them. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

*God, we thank you for the many blessings we received at Christmas.  Help us to share these blessings with 

others. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy. 

 

*READING (Lector): John 1: 1-14 (stand) (p. 862) 

John unfold the great mystery of the Incarnation. 
 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the 

beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into 

being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in 

the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was 

John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not 

the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the 

world. 
10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 11He 

came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who 

believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will 

of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have 

seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. 

 

SONG – “O Come All Ye Faithful” (ELW 283) 

1 O come, all ye faithful, 

joyful and triumphant! 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

come and behold him, 

born the king of angels: 

 

Refrain 



 

 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

Christ the Lord! 

 

2 The highest, most holy, 

light of light eternal, 

born of a virgin, a mortal he comes; 

Son of the Father 

now in flesh appearing! Refrain 

 

3 Sing, choirs of angels, 

sing in exultation, 

sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

Glory to God 

in the highest: Refrain 

 

PRAYER (Assisting Minister) 

The Lord be with you. All: And also with you 

 

Let us pray. O Lord God, you know that we cannot place our trust in our own powers. As you 

protected the infant Jesus, so defend us and all the needy from harm and adversity, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 

 

BLESSING (Assisting Minister) 

Christ, who by his incarnation gathered into one, things earthly and heavenly, fill you with the sweetness of 

inward peace and goodwill, and make you partakers of the divine nature; and the blessing of God Almighty, 

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be amongst you and remain with you always. All: Amen. 

 

SENDING: Go in Peace.  Serve the Lord. 

 

The liturgy and music is reprinted by permission from 

One License – #736873-A/CCLI – #1941935/Sundays and Seasons - SAS003615 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

2021 Offering – The last day to get your offering in for 2021 will be Tuesday, December 28. Please drop it 

off during office hours. All offering received through the mail will need to be in before Christmas. This 

allows us to get it deposited for this year. Thank you! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There will be no Wednesday night services on December 22 and 29.  

The office will be closed 

Monday, December 27 

for the Christmas Holiday. 



 

 

   

Annual Reports are due in to the church office by Thursday, December 30. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FELC 

SCHEDULE FOR December 20 – 26, 2021 

Monday - 20 9:00AM BULLETIN DEADLINE  

  2:00PM Meadow’s Bible Study 

 

Tuesday - 21 7:00AM Early Risers Bible Study 

  6:00PM Finance  

  7:00PM Church Council 

   

Wednesday - 22 6:30PM Sanctuary Choir 

   

Thursday – 23   

 

Friday - 24  Pastor’s Sabbath Day 

   Office Closed 
  4:00PM Christmas Eve Service 

  8:00PM Christmas Eve Service 

Saturday – 25 9:00AM Christmas Day Service   

 

Sunday - 26 9:00AM Worship – 1st Sunday after Christmas 

The office will be closed on Friday, 

December 31, 2021 

& Monday, January 3, 2022  

for the New Year's holiday. 


